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His unpopu-
larity and
murder

Reign of

John
Tzimisceg

for this new front, hired the Russian prince Svyastoslav, the
son of Igor, to invade Bulgaria. So successful was Svyasto-
slav that Nicephorus was seriously embarrassed, and decided
to ally with the Bulgarians to expel him. The alliance came
to nothing, for Svyastoslav had to return to Kiev in 969 to
deal with an invasion of the Patzinaks, and both Nicephorus
and Peter died the same year.

In 968, a year after his insult from Peter, Nicephorus
received an embassy from Otto I, asking for the hand of a
Byzantine princess for his son, which equally offended the
imperial pride. The indignation of Nicephorus, his ill-treat-
ment of the ambassador, bishop Liudprand of Cremona, and
Liudprand's revenge in the accountl he has left to posterity
of the Emperor and his court, illustrate vividly the mutual
contempt and dislike of East and West. After this episode
Nicephorus went off on his last and most successful expedition
to Syria, and returned from there to meet his death by
assassination. He had never been popular in Constantinople,
in spite of the glory he brought it by his military exploits.
He albnated a very powerful section of the community, the
monks, by forbidding the foundation of new monasteries or
the making of donations to old ones, and by his exactions
from the Church to pay the expenses of his wars. He
alienated the landed aristocracy by his attempts to check
their acquisition of territory, and by the allotments he
secured for his soldiers. The opportunity for revolt came
when his wife Thcophano fell in love with a rival general,
John Tzirnisces, who had been disgraced by Nicephorus.
Together they plotted his murder, with no lack of con-
federates, and so brought to an end in December 969 what
promised to be one of the most glorious reigns in Byzantine
history,

The reign of John I (John Tzimisces) was not unlike that
of Nicephorus II. It lasted for six years and it was dis-
tinguished by the military triumphs of the Emperor. First
of all, however, he had to overcome the hostility aroused by
his usurpation and the murder of Nicephorus. The Church
he quickly pacified by exiling the partner of his guilt, Theo-
phano, and by reversing the anti-clerical policy of his pre-

1 In his Pelatio de legationt Constfmtinopolitana addressed to Otto I and
his son.